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OPENING PRAYER 

 
Invitation to Silence 
 
Leader- Please stand. 
 
  In the name of the Father… 
 

We pause to call to mind our beloved faithful departed. 
 
(Pause) 

 
Leader- May we pray together: 
 
All-  It is truly right and just,  

O Lord, almighty and eternal God,  
to always and everywhere give you thanks and praise. 
In Your Son, Jesus Christ,  
the hope of our blessed resurrection has dawned,  
that those saddened by death  
might be consoled by the bright promise  
of immortality in the life to come.  
Indeed, Lord, for your faithful people,  
life is changed but not ended,  
When this earthly dwelling turns to dust,  
we know that an eternal dwelling is made ready for us in heaven. 
Therefore, we journey by faith, not by sight. 
We commend to you our departed brothers and sisters 
in the sure and certain hope that we will one day see them again. 
May we be for one another children of Your Light 
and people of hope, until our journey here is done, 
and we are brought home to be with you forever. Amen. 

 
Leader- Eternal rest grant unto the, O Lord. 
All-  And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 
Sign of Peace 
  



St. Jude the Apostle Parish 
Advent Adult Education Series 

SESSION 2 

The Basics of Planning a Catholic Funeral 
 

 
OBJECTIVE 

To answer common theological and practical questions regarding the Rite of Christian 
Burial in the Catholic tradition. 

 
 

OUTLINE: 
 

1. Opening Prayer and Welcome 
 

2. Rationale for This Topic 
 

3. The Evening’s Objective  (see above) 
 

4. The Purpose of the Funeral Rites: To Commend and to Instill Hope  (O.C.F., p. xi) 
 

5. Our Origin and Our Destiny (O.C.F., p. 2) 
 

6. The Last Moments: When and Why to Call a Priest 
 

7. Funerals in the Diocese of Baton Rouge: Pagella and Policies  
 

a. (Please note, that, while the above-mentioned Pagella and Policies was 
written primarily for priests, deacons, and parish administrators, we 
thought it would be good to share the funeral section with you today.) 

 

8. Funerals (and Pastoral Care) in St. Jude the Apostle Parish: 
 

a. Process for Planning 
b. Types and Formats of the Catholic Funeral (see reverse side) 
c. Priest and/or Deacon 
d. Funeral Planning Packet 
e. Advanced Planning 

 
9. Conclusion: General Questions and Closing Prayer 

 
(Please note that the basic process for scheduling a funeral at St. Jude Parish can be 
found on our parish website at www.stjudecatholic.org) under the Sacraments and 
Services tab.  

http://www.stjudecatholic.org/


Priestly Pastoral Care: St. Jude Parish 
(For More Information or Further Clarification, visit us at www.stjudecatholic.org or call 225-766-2431) 

 
Due to recent needs elsewhere in the Diocese of Baton Rouge, the number of priests serving at 
St. Jude Parish has been reduced to 1, effective December 7, 2019.  It remains our strongest   
desire to offer the best pastoral care possible to the people of our parish. With this in mind, 
please note the following regarding: 
 
An Emergency Need- an emergency is defined as a death has occurred, or someone is in danger 
of death. In case of an emergency, parishioners are invited to do the following: During regular 
office hours, please call 225-766-2431. During the hours when our office is closed, please call our 
answering service at 225-346-7680. They will, in turn, contact one of our priests directly. This 
number is to be used for a true emergency, when one requires the immediate assistance of a 
priest. 
 
Home and Hospital Visits- to schedule a visit by one of our priests to a homebound parishioner 
or a parishioner who is in the hospital or another health care facility, simply call the parish office 
at 225-766-2431. 
 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick- parishioners who wish to receive the Sacrament of the Sick 
are asked to call the parish office at 225-766-2431. The Anointing of the Sick is offered for those 
experiencing extreme illness or infirmity, preparing for surgery or a medical procedure or 
treatment, when someone is near death, and other similar moments. If you are unsure as to 
whether the Sacrament of the Sick would be appropriate in a particular situation, you may simply 
ask one of our priests. 
 
Pastoral Counseling- To schedule an appointment with one of our priests or deacons for pastoral 
counseling, please call the parish office at 225-766-2431.  
 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation- the Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered in church every 
Saturday from 3:00pm to 3:45pm. It is also offered by appointment. Again, for an appointment, 
please call a priest at our parish office, 225-766-2431. 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL NOTES 
 
For further information, please consult the When to Call a Priest brochure, produced by the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge. 
 
Please also note, that, a deacon can preside at a funeral and/or burial without Mass.  A deacon 
can also offer the homily at a funeral with Mass. 

W 

  



hen Planning a Funeral: St. Jude Parish 
(For More Information or Further Clarification, visit us at www.stjudecatholic.org or call 225-766-2431) 

 
When a member of our Saint Jude family dies, our priest and parish staff want to do all that we 
can to help with the process of planning a funeral. Listed below are some of the basic first steps 
that we ask you to take when the time comes: 
 
It is helpful to make an initial phone call to the Parish Office to inform us of the death. During 
regular office hours our staff and priests can be reached by calling the main office number, 225-
766-2431. If the call is made after office hours or when the office is closed due to holidays, etc., 
one of our priests can be reached by calling our answering service at 225-346-7680. 
 
It is absolutely essential that the day and time of a funeral not be chosen until speaking with 
someone in our Parish Office. We want to ensure the availability of the following: the church 
itself, the priest, and a music minister. 
 
When you have selected a funeral home, it is best that a representative from the funeral home 
call our Parish Office while you are meeting with them. Again, the day and time of a funeral 
cannot be finalized until someone from the funeral home has spoken with our Parish Office staff. 
 
At some point after the death of your loved one, you or someone on your behalf is asked to visit 
the Parish Office to receive a Funeral Planning Packet. No appointment is required to pick up the 
packet. It is only requested that you stop by during office hours. Shortly thereafter, you will be 
contacted by one of our priests for an appointment to review the packet and make sure that all 
of the arrangements are in order. This also affords you the opportunity to visit with our priest or 
deacon and share the story of your loved one’s life. The packet is also available on our parish 
website at www.stjudecatholic.org 
 
While there is a fee for music for the funeral, our parish pays both the singer and musician. 
There is no cost to the family for anything at all associated with the funeral. 
 
 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL NOTES 
 
For further information, please consult the When to Call a Priest brochure, produced by the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge. 
 
Please also note, that, a deacon can preside at a funeral and/or burial without Mass.  A deacon 
can also offer the homily at a funeral with Mass. 

  



The Celebration of Funerals in the Diocese of Baton Rouge 
(PAGELLA and POLICIES: The Diocese of Baton Rouge) 
 
 

1. WHAT IS A PAGELLA ?   
 

a. The Pagella and Policies is designed to be a compendium of particular law in effect 
for the Diocese of Baton Rouge. As such, it is based upon universal law and 
complements it.  

 
2. GENERAL INFORMATION: 

 
Place of Funerals  

  
Mass Always in Church   

In the Diocese of Baton Rouge, a funeral Mass may not be celebrated 
outside of a parish church or chapel, e.g., not in a funeral home or even in 
a funeral home’s chapel or cemetery chapel, without the explicit prior 
permission of the local Ordinary. 

  
Memorial Mass   

 
When a funeral is celebrated without Mass (e.g., when the family wishes to celebrate all 
of the funeral rites at the funeral home and/or place of committal) the possibility of 
celebrating a memorial Mass for the deceased at some later, appropriate time is 
recommended and is to be proposed.  

 
Time of Funerals  

   
Never on Sunday/Holy Day   

The funeral liturgy, even without Mass, is not to be conducted in the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge on Sundays or holy days of obligation. Only funeral 
vigil services are permitted on these days. 

 
 
REGARDING AN UNBAPTIZED CHILD: 
 

Clerics are granted the faculty to permit ecclesiastical funeral rites, including a funeral 
Mass, for an unbaptized child, on request, if the parents had desired baptism for the child.  

 
 
FUNERAL RITES FOR NON-CATHOLICS:  
  

For Catechumens   
Catechumens who die are to be accorded ecclesiastical funeral rites, including the 
celebration of the Eucharist. The sentiments of their surviving family members, 
who may not be Catholic, are to be considered in a pastoral spirit.  

  



For Non-Catholics   
Clerics are granted the faculty to permit ecclesiastical funeral rites, including a 
funeral Mass, for a baptized non-Catholic unless this would have been contrary to 
the will of the deceased and provided that his or her own minister is not available. 

  
Non-Catholic Funerals   

Clerics may take part in non-Catholic funeral rites as appropriate, but always with 
at least the implicit permission of both the family of the deceased and the non-
Catholic minister. 

 
FUNERAL RITES FOR SUICIDE VICTIMS:  
  

Permission Granted   
Clerics are granted the faculty to permit ecclesiastical funeral rites, including a 
funeral Mass, for a person who died by suicide, provided there is a just cause to 
presume that the deceased did not realize the seriousness of his or her action. The 
family of the deceased is to be consulted as part of the decision-making process.  

                                                  
  
CREMATION:  
 

Rites Permitted   
Funeral rites are now permitted for deceased persons whose bodies have been 
cremated, provided these did not choose cremation for reasons opposed to the 
Christian faith. 

  
  

Funeral Mass Permitted   
A funeral Mass may be celebrated with the cremated remains present before 
these cremated remains are entombed or interred. Alternatively, a funeral Mass 
without the cremated remains present may be celebrated at any convenient time. 
The appropriate supplementary texts to the Rite of Committal with Final 
Commendation are used in these cases. 

  
Disposition of Remains   

In the Diocese of Baton Rouge, it is highly recommended that cremated remains 
of the dead be buried or interred in a suitable grave or crypt in a cemetery. In any 
and every case unsuitable or irreverent treatment and/or storage of cremated 
human remains is to be discouraged.  

 
 
 

SOURCE: 
(PAGELLA and POLICIES: The Diocese of Baton Rouge.  

Full Reissue of 2005, with Modifications of 2009 and 2013. pp. 112-118. 2013.) 
 

  



Cremation: Is it Acceptable? 

(The information contained in this handout is based on church law, both as 
issued by the United States Catholic Bishops and in the Diocese of Baton Rouge) 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Vocabulary- while commonly used terms are “the remains,” or the “cremains,” the appropriate and 
proper term to always be used is, “cremated remains” of the deceased. 
 
417      The cremated remains of a body should be treated with the same respect given to the human body 
from which they come. This includes the use of a worthy vessel to contain the ashes, the manner in which 
they are carried, the care and attention to appropriate placement and transport, and the final disposition.  
The cremated remains should be buried in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. The 
practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the ground, or keeping cremated 
remains in the home of a relative or friend of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the 
Church requires. Whenever possible, appropriate means for recording with dignity the memory of the 
deceased should be adopted, such as a plaque or stone which records the name of the deceased. 

 
(from the Order of Christian Funerals. 

Appendix 2. Cremation. p. 392. para. 417. 1998. United States Catholic Conference of Bishops.) 
 

 
1. Is cremation acceptable/allowed in the Catholic tradition?  Yes, as long as the reason for 

cremation does not conflict with our Christian beliefs. 
 

2. What should be considered in this decision? Unless specific instructions are given prior to death, 
the family should consult with their priest or deacon in making this decision. 

 
3. If one chooses cremation, when should it take place? Ideally, the body of the deceased would be 

present during the funeral and cremation done sometime after.  However, it is often the case 
when a family chooses to have the cremation done prior to the funeral. 
 

4. If the cremated remains are present during the funeral, how are they treated? The cremated 
remains are to be respected in the same manner that the body of the deceased would.  The 
remains could be blessed with holy water at the beginning of the funeral, just is a body would be. 
 

5. How should the cremated remains be transported to and from the church and/or the place of 
burial? Transporting of the remains should be done reverently and respectfully. A funeral home 
can assist with this.  While this may not always be possible, there should always be a standard of 
reverence. 
 

6. What should be done with the cremated remains after the funeral? The Church’s liturgical norms 
ask that the remains be buried or interred in a tomb or columbarium. The practice of “scattering” 
one’s remains (the beach, the mountains, the ocean, a lake, a golf course, etc.) is inappropriate.  
It is also inappropriate to keep the remains in one’s home.  (On a pastoral, psychological level, 
this could keep the necessary closure from taking place.)  While this is the Church’s standard, it is 
not a rule as such.  No one will be told that “they are required” to treat the cremated remains in 
a particular manner. The priest or deacon, however, will offer counsel as to what is and is not 
appropriate. 

  



A CATHOLIC FUNERAL 
Types and Formats 

 
 

1. Vigil Service for the Deceased (prior to visitation): 
 

a. Greeting 
b. Opening Song 
c. Opening Prayer 
d. Scripture Reading 
e. Psalm Response 
f. Gospel 
g. Homily 
h. Intercessions (Prayers of the Faithful) 
i. The Lord’s Prayer 
j. Concluding Prayer and Blessing 

 
2. Vigil for the Deceased with Reception at the Church (prior to visitation): 

 
a. Greeting 
b. Sprinkling with Holy Water 
c. Placing of the Pall 
d. (Placing of Christian Symbols) 
e. Entrance Procession 
f. Invitation to Prayer 
g. Opening Prayer 
h. Scripture Reading 
i. Psalm Response 
j. Gospel 
k. Homily 
l. Intercessions (Prayers of the Faithful) 
m. The Lord’s Prayer 
n. Concluding Prayer and Blessing 

 
3. Funeral Mass (with the Body or Cremated Remains Present): 

 
a. Gathering Song 
b. Greeting 
c. Sprinkling with Holy Water 
d. Placing of the Pall 
e. Placing of Christian Symbols 
f. Opening Prayer 
g. Scripture Reading I 
h. Psalm Response 
i. Scripture Reading II 
j. Gospel Acclamation 
k. Gospel 
l. Homily 



m. Liturgy of the Eucharist  
n. Invitation to Prayer 
o. Silence 
p. Signs of Farewell 
q. Song of Farewell 
r. Prayer of Commendation (Said or Sung) 
s. Procession to the Place of Committal 

 

4. Funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass but in Church: 
 

a. Gathering Song 
b. Greeting 
c. Sprinkling with Holy Water 
d. Placing of the Pall 
e. Placing of Christian Symbols 
f. Opening Prayer 
g. Scripture Reading I 
h. Psalm Response 
i. Scripture Reading II 
j. Gospel Acclamation 
k. Gospel 
l. Homily 
m. Invitation to Prayer 
n. Silence 
o. Signs of Farewell 
p. Song of Farewell 
q. Prayer of Commendation (Said or Sung) 
r. Procession to the Place of Committal 

 

5. Funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass but in Church or Funeral Home (this will vary, 
depending on the location and availability of a singer and musician): 

 
a. Greeting 
b. Sprinkling with Holy Water 
c. Placing of the Pall 
d. Placing of Christian Symbols 
e. Opening Prayer 
f. Scripture Reading I 
g. Psalm Response 
h. Scripture Reading II 
i. Gospel Acclamation 
j. Gospel 
k. Homily 
l. Intercessions (Prayers of the Faithful) 
m. Invitation to Prayer 
n. Silence 
o. Signs of Farewell 



p. Song of Farewell 
q. Prayer of Commendation (Said or Sung) 
r. Procession to the Place of Committal 

 
6. Mass without a Body or Cremated Remains Present (commonly called a “Memorial 

Mass,” for example, when one’s body is donated to science): 
 

a. Gathering Song 
b. Greeting 
c. Opening Prayer 
d. Scripture Reading I 
e. Psalm Response 
f. Scripture Reading II 
g. Gospel Acclamation 
h. Gospel 
i. Homily 
j. Intercessions (Prayers of the Faithful) 
k. Liturgy of the Eucharist  
l. Invitation to Prayer 
m. Silence 
n. Signs of Farewell 
o. Song of Farewell 
p. Prayer of Commendation (Said or Sung) 
q. Final Blessing 

 
7. Funeral Liturgy at the Graveside Only (The Rite of Committal): 

 
a. Greeting and Invitation to Prayer 
b. Scripture Verse 
c. Prayer and Blessing over the Place of Committal (Grave or Tomb) 
d. Intercessions (Prayers of the Faithful) 
e. The Lord’s Prayer 
f. Concluding Prayer 
g. Prayer over the People and Final Blessing 

  



CREMATION AND THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From the Committee on Divine Worship 

© 2012, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

 

In April 1997, the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments granted an 
indult for the United States to allow the diocesan bishop to permit the presence of the cremated 
remains of a body at a Funeral Mass 

The practice of cremation has grown and become more commonplace in the United States, and it is 
often presented as a more affordable alternative to traditional burial. What is often overlooked is the 
Church’s teaching regarding the respect and honor due to the human body. The Order of Christian 
Funerals’ Appendix on Cremation states: “Although cremation is now permitted by the Church, it does 
not enjoy the same value as burial of the body. The Church clearly prefers and urges that the body of 
the deceased be present for the funeral rites, since the presence of the human body better expresses 
the values which the Church affirms in those rites.” (No. 413)  

Ideally, if a family chooses cremation, the cremation would take place at some time after the Funeral 
Mass, so that there can be an opportunity for the Vigil for the Deceased in the presence of the body 
(during “visitation” or “viewing” at a church or funeral home). This allows for the appropriate 
reverence for the sacredness of the body at the Funeral Mass: sprinkling with holy water, the placing 
of the pall, and honoring it with incense. The Rite of Committal then takes place after cremation (see 
Appendix, nos. 418-421).  The cremated remains of a body should be treated with the same respect 
given to the human body from which they come. This includes the use of a worthy vessel to contain 
the ashes, the manner in which they are carried, and the care and attention to appropriate placement 
and transport, and the final disposition.  

The cremated remains should be buried in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. 
The practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the ground, or keeping 
cremated remains in one’s are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires. (No. 417). 
 
As cremation is chosen more frequently, there will be many who are unaware of the Church’s 
teaching regarding this practice. It is important for bishops and pastors not only to catechize the 
faithful, but to collaborate with funeral directors in providing helpful and accurate information to 
families planning the funeral of loved ones. Offering opportunities to family members for the 
respectful burial of their loved ones, who were not interred after funeral services and cremation, 
would give effective witness to the importance of Christian burial and our belief in the resurrection. 
In all, pastors are encouraged to show pastoral sensitivity, especially to those for whom cremation is 
the only feasible choice (see Appendix, no. 415). 

 

(for more information, visit www.usccb.org) 
 

  



 
 
 
 

SOME OF THE SPECIFICS 
FOR 

PLANNING A FUNERAL IN ST. JUDE PARISH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Funeral Planning Packet 
  



 
 
 
 
 

General Information 
(Please complete in preparation for meeting 
with our priest, deacon, or parish personnel) 

  



SECTION I 
Contact Information 

 
 

1. Full Name of Deceased (Please Include Middle Name): 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Date of Birth: ____________________________ 

 
3. Age at Time of Death: ______________ 

 

4. Place of Residence (at Time of Death): ________________________________________ 
 

5. Primary Contact (for Funeral Arrangements): 
 

a. Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 

b. Relationship: _____________________________________________________ 
 

c. Phone: _____________________________________________ 
 

d. Email: ______________________________________________ 
 

 
 

SECTION II 
Arrangements Prior to the Funeral 

 
1. Day and Date of the Funeral: ______________________________________ 

 
2. Time of Funeral: ____________________ 

 

3. Church: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Celebrant: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

a. Celebrant’s Phone Number: _________________________________________ 
 

5. Type of Service: 
a. With Mass:   ____ 

 
b. Without Mass:   ____ 

 
c. Grave-side Only:  ____ 



 

d. Funeral Home w/Burial ____ 
 

6. Visitation Prior to the Funeral: ____Yes ____No 
a. If Yes: 

Date:   ________________________ 
 
Time (for Family): ________________________ 
 
Time (for Public): ________________________ 
 
Location(s):  _________________________________________ 

 
7. Prayers Prior to the Funeral:  ____Yes ____No 

a. If Yes, Check One: 
 
Vigil Prayer Service for the Deceased: ____ 
 
Rosary      ____ 

 
8. Cremation:    ____Yes ____No 

 
a. If Yes:    ____Prior to Funeral  ____After Funeral 

 
9. Burial:     ____Yes ____No 

 
a. Cemetery: ______________________________________________________ 

 
b. Will the Celebrant preside at the burial/interment? ____Yes ____No 

 

c. If not, name of other minister: _________________________________________ 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

The Funeral Liturgy 
(To be completed by family and then reviewed with 

priest or parish personnel) 
  



St. Jude the Apostle Church 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

The Mass of Christian Burial 
 
 

Part       Fulfilled By 
 

1. Eulogy (if Given)    ________________________________ 
(Should be limited to 1 person, 5 minutes) 
 

2. Welcome and Invitation to Song  Cantor (Song Leader) 
 

3. Gathering Song    Cantor (Song Leader) 
 

4. Blessing of the Body    Celebrant 
 

5. Placing of the Funeral Pall   Family or Other 
 

6. Opening Prayer    Celebrant 
 

7. Scripture Reading (from Scripture Packet): 
 

Page #, Reading #: _________________ 
 
Reader Name:________________________________ 

 
8. Psalm Response (Sung)   Cantor (Song Leader) 

 
9. Scripture Reading  Page #, Reading #: _________________ 

 
Reader Name:________________________________ 

 
10. Gospel Acclamation    Cantor (Song Leader) 

 
11. Proclamation of the Gospel  Priest or Deacon 

 
12. Homily     Priest or Deacon 

 
13. Intercessory Prayers    Priest or Deacon 

 
 
 
  



Part       Fulfilled By 
 

 

14. Presentation of the Gifts   _________________________________ 
 

_________________________________ 
 

15. Closing Prayer    Celebrant 
 

16. Final Commendation and Farewell Celebrant/Cantor (Song Leader) 
 

17. Blessing     Celebrant 
 

18. Closing Song     Cantor (Song Leader)  



 
 
 
 

Music Selections 
(See Next Page Also) 

 
(To be completed by family, with music ministers, and 

then reviewed with priest or parish personnel) 
 
 

Please Note 
For all funerals, please contact Ms. Beth Altazan at 

225-315-6377 (Cell) 
225-219-3958 (Work) 

to arrange music. Even if you would like to ask someone else to sing 
and/or play music, you are asked to contact Ms. Altazan first.  

  



Musical Selections for the Funeral Mass 
 
 
 

Song(s) Prior to the Mass: ____________________________________ 
 
     ____________________________________ 
 
 
Gathering Song:   ____________________________________ 
 
 
Psalm Response:  ____________________________________ 
 
 
Presentation of Gifts:  ____________________________________ 
 
 
Communion Song(s):  ____________________________________ 
 
     ____________________________________ 
 
 
Closing Song:   ____________________________________ 

 

  



Scripture Readings 

for the Funeral (with or without Mass) 

 

(What follows is a list of some of the most commonly chosen scripture readings for 

the funeral Mass.  You are asked to make your selections and enter them below, as 

well as on the Funeral Planning Sheet, also contained in this packet.) 

 

 

Reading I (Old Testament): 

 

 Page #____ 

 

 Reading #____ 

 

 Reader ____________________________________ 

 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm (If read): 

 

 Page #____ 

 

 Reading #____ 

 

 Reader ____________________________________ 

 

 

 



Reading II (New Testament: 

 

 Page #____ 

 

 Reading #____ 

 

 Reader ____________________________________ 

 

 

(Please consult the priest or deacon on the selection of the Gospel reading.) 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS 

 

(Please Select 1) 
  



1 Jb 19, 1. 23-27 

     

A reading from the book of Job 

 

I know that my redeemer lives. 

Job answered and said: 

Oh, would that my words were written down!  

Would that they were inscribed in a record: 

That with an iron chisel and with lead  

they were cut in the rock forever! 

But as for me, I know that my Vindicator lives,  

and that he will at last stand forth upon the dust; 

Whom I myself shall see: 

my own eyes, not another's, shall behold him, 

And from my flesh I shall see God;  

my inmost being is consumed with longing. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

2 Wis 3, 1-9 or 3, 1-6. 9 

 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

 

The souls of the just are in the hand of God, 

and no torment shall touch them. 

They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; 

and their passing away was thought an affliction 

and their going forth from us, utter destruction. 

But they are in peace. 

For if before men, indeed, they be punished, 

yet is their hope full of immortality; 

Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, 

because God tried them 

and found them worthy of himself. 

As gold in the furnace, he proved them, 

and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 

In the time of their visitation they shall shine, 

and shall dart about as sparks through stubble; 

They shall judge nations and rule over peoples, 

and the Lord shall be their King forever. 

Those who trust in him shall understand truth, 

and the faithful shall abide with him in love: 

Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, 

and his care is with his elect. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

2.A (Short Form) 

 

But the souls of the just are in the hand of God, 

and no torment shall touch them. 

They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; 



and their passing away was thought an affliction 

and their going forth from us, utter destruction. 

But they are in peace. 

For if before men, indeed, they be punished, 

yet is their hope full of immortality; 

Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, 

because God tried them 

and found them worthy of himself. 

As gold in the furnace, he proved them, 

and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 

Those who trust in him shall understand truth, 

and the faithful shall abide with him in love: 

Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, 

and his care is with his elect. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  

 

3 Wis 4, 7-14 

 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

 

The just man, though he die early, shall be at rest. 

For the age that is honorable comes not with the passing of time, 

nor can it be measured in terms of years. 

Rather, understanding is our crown, 

and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age. 

He who pleased God was loved; 

he who lived among sinners was transported. 

Having become perfect in a short while, he 

reached the fullness of a long career; 

for his soul was pleasing to the Lord, 

therefore he sped him out of the midst of wickedness. 

But the people saw and did not understand, 

nor did they take this into account. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

4 Is 25, 6. 7-9 

 

 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 

 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts 

will provide for all peoples. 

On this mountain he will destroy 

the veil that veils all peoples, 

The web that is woven over all nations; 

he will destroy death forever. 

The Lord God will wipe away 

the tears from all faces; 

The reproach of his people he will remove 

from the whole earth; for the Lord has spoken. 

On that day it will be said: 



"Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! 

This is the Lord for whom we looked; 

let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!" 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

5 Lam 3, 17-26 

 

A reading from the book of Lamentations 

 

My soul is deprived of peace, 

I have forgotten what happiness is; 

I tell myself my future is lost, 

all that I hoped for from the Lord. 

The thought of my homeless poverty 

is wormwood and gall; 

Remembering it over and over 

leaves my soul downcast within me. 

But I will call this to mind, 

as my reason to have hope: 

 

The favors of the Lord are not exhausted, 

his mercies are not spent; 

They are renewed each morning, 

so great is his faithfulness. 

My portion is the Lord, says my soul; 

therefore will I hope in him. 

 

Good is the Lord to one who waits for him, 

to the soul that seeks him; 

It is good to hope in silence 

for the saving help of the Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

6. Dn 12, 1-3 

 

A reading from the book of the prophet Daniel 

 

[I, Daniel, mourned and I heard this word of the Lord:] 

"At that time there shall arise 

Michael, the great prince, 

guardian of your people; 

It shall be a time unsurpassed in distress 

since nations began until that time. 

At that time your people shall escape, 

everyone who is found written in the book. 

Many of those who sleep 

in the dust of the earth shall awake; 

Some shall live forever, 

others shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace. 

But the wise shall shine brightly 

like the splendor of the firmament, 



And those who lead the many to justice 

shall be like the stars forever." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 



7 2 Mc 12, 43-46 

 

A reading from the second book of Maccabees 

 

Judas [the ruler of Israel] then took up a collection among all his soldiers, amounting to two thousand 

silver drachmas, which he sent to Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In doing this he acted in 

a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection of the dead in view; for if he were 

not expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have been useless and foolish to pray for them in death. But 

if he did this with a view to the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was 

a holy and pious thought. Thus he made atonement for the dead that they might be freed from this sin. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

 

(Typically, the responsorial psalm is sung. If, 

however, it is not sung but will be read, please 

select 1 from this section.) 
 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

(PSALAM RESPONSE) 

(Please Select 1) 

 

 

1. Ps 23, 1-3. 3-4. 5. 6 

 

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 

Beside restful waters he leads me; 

he refreshes my soul. 

 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

 

He guides me in right paths 

for his name's sake. 

Even though I walk in the dark valley 

I fear no evil; for you are at my side 

With your rod and your staff 

that give me courage. 

 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

 

You spread the table before me 

in the sight of my foes;  

You anoint my head with oil;  

my cup overflows. 

 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Only goodness and kindness follow me 

all the days of my life; 

And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

for years to come. 

 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

 

 



2. Ps 25, 6-7. 17-18. 20-21 

 

R. (1) To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

 

Remember that your compassion, O Lord, 

and your kindness are from of old. 

In your kindness remember me, 

because of your goodness, O Lord. 

 

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

 

Relieve the troubles of my heart, 

and bring me out of my distress. 

Put an end to my affliction and my suffering, 

and take away all my sins. 

 

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

 

Preserve my life, and rescue me; 

let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. 

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, 

because I wait for you, O Lord. 

 

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

 

 



3. Ps 27, 1. 4. 7. 8. 9. 13-14 

 

R. (1) The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

whom should I fear? 

The Lord is my life's refuge; 

of whom should I be afraid? 

 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 

One thing I ask of the Lord; 

this I seek: 

To dwell in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life, 

That I may gaze on the loveliness of the Lord 

and contemplate his temple. 

 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 

Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call; 

have pity on me, and answer me. 

Your presence, O Lord, I seek. 

Hide not your face from me. 

 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 

I believe that I shall see the bounty of the Lord 

in the land of the living. 

Wait for the Lord with courage; 

be stouthearted, and wait for the Lord. 

 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

30. Ps 42, 2. 3. 5; 43, 3. 4. 5 

 

R. (Ps 42, 3) My soul is thirsting for the living God: 

when shall I see him face to face? 

 

As the hind longs for the running waters, 

so my soul longs for you, O God. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for the living God: 

when shall I see him face to face? 

 

Athirst is my soul for God, the living God. 

When shall I go and behold the face of God? 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for the living God: 

when shall I see him face to face? 

 

When I went with the throng 

and led them in procession to the house of God, 

Amid loud cries of joy and thanksgiving, 

with the multitude keeping festival. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for the living God: 



when shall I see him face to face? 

 

Send forth your light and your fidelity; 

they shall lead me on 

And bring me to your holy mountain, 

to your dwelling-place. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for the living God: 

when shall I see him face to face? 

 

Then will I go in to the altar of God, 

the God of my gladness and joy; 

Then will I give you thanks upon the harp, 

O God, my God! 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for the living God: 

when shall I see him face to face? 

 

Why are you so downcast, O my soul? 

Why do you sigh within me? 

Hope in God! For I shall again be thanking him, 

in the presence of my savior and my God. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for the living God: 

when shall I see him face to face? 

 



4. Ps 63, 2-3. 3-4. 5-6. 8-9 

 

R. (2) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

 

O God, you are my God whom I seek; 

for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts 

like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

 

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary 

to see your power and your glory. 

For your kindness is a greater good than life; 

my lips shall glorify you. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

 

Thus will I bless you while I live; 

lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. 

As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied, 

and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

 

You are my help, 

and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. 

My soul clings fast to you; 

your right hand upholds me. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

 



5. Ps 103, 8. 10. 13-14. 15-16. 17-18 

 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

 

Merciful and gracious is the Lord, 

slow to anger and abounding in kindness. 

Not according to our sins does he deal with us, 

nor does he requite us according to our crimes. 

 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

 

As a father has compassion on his children, 

so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him, 

For he knows how we are formed; 

he remembers that we are dust. 

 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

 

Man's days are like those of grass; 

like a flower of the field he blooms; 

The wind sweeps over him and he is gone, 

and his place knows him no more. 

 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

 

But the kindness of the Lord is from eternity 

to eternity toward those who fear him, 

And his justice toward children's children 

among those who keep his covenant 

and remember to fulfill his precepts. 

 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

 

33. Ps 115, 5. 6; 116, 10-11. 15-16 

 

R. I will walk in the presence of the Lord, 

in the land of the living. 

 

They have mouths but speak not; 

they have eyes but see not; 

They have ears but hear not; 

they have noses but smell not. 

 

R. I will walk in the presence of the Lord, 

in the land of the living. 

 

I believed, even when I said, 

"I am greatly afflicted"; 

I said in my alarm, 

"No man is dependable." 

 

R. I will walk in the presence of the Lord, 

in the land of the living. 

 

Precious in the eyes of the Lord 

is the death of his faithful ones. 



O Lord, I am your servant; 

you have loosed my bonds. 

 

 

R. I will walk in the presence of the Lord, 

in the land of the living. 

 

 

 

6. Ps 122, 1-2. 3-4. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9 

 

R. (1) I rejoiced when I heard them say: 

let us go to the house of the Lord. 

 

I rejoiced because they said to me, 

"We will go up to the house of the Lord." 

And now we have set foot 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 

R. I rejoiced when I heard them say: 

let us go to the house of the Lord. 

Jerusalem, built as a city 

with compact unity. 

To it the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the Lord. 

 

R. I rejoiced when I heard them say: 

let us go to the house of the Lord. 

 

According to the decree for Israel, 

to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 

In it are set up judgment seats, 

seats for the house of David. 

 

R. I rejoiced when I heard them say: 

let us go to the house of the Lord. 

 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

May those who love you prosper! 

May peace be within your walls, 

prosperity in your buildings. 

 

R. I rejoiced when I heard them say: 

let us go to the house of the Lord. 

 

Because of my relatives and friends 

I will say, "Peace be within you!" 

Because of the house of the Lord, our God, 

I will pray for your good. 

 

R. I rejoiced when I heard them say: 

let us go to the house of the Lord. 

 

 

 

7. Ps 130, 1-2. 3-4. 4-6. 7-8 



 

R. (1) Out of the depths, I cry to you, Lord. 

 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 

Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive 

to my voice in supplication. 

 

R. Out of the depths, I cry to you, Lord. 

 

If you, O Lord, mark iniquities, 

Lord, who can stand? 

But with you is forgiveness, 

that you may be revered. 

 

R. Out of the depths, I cry to you, Lord. 

 

I trust in the Lord; 

my soul trusts in his word. 

My soul waits for the Lord 

more than sentinels wait for the dawn. 

More than sentinels wait for the dawn, 

let Israel hope in the Lord. 

 

R. Out of the depths, I cry to you, Lord. 

 

For with the Lord is kindness 

and with him is plenteous redemption; 

And he will redeem Israel 

from all their iniquities. 

 

R. Out of the depths, I cry to you, Lord. 

36. Ps 143, 1-2. 5-6. 7. 8. 10 

 

R. (1) O Lord, hear my prayer.  

 

O Lord, hear my prayer; 

hearken to my pleading in your faithfulness; 

in your justice answer me. 

And enter not into judgment with your servant, 

for before you no living man is just. 

 

R. O Lord, hear my prayer. 

 

I remember the days of old; 

I meditate on all your doings, 

the works of your hands I ponder. 

I stretch out my hands to you; 

my soul thirsts for you like parched land. 

 

R. O Lord, hear my prayer. 

 

Hasten to answer me, O Lord, 

for my spirit fails me. 

At dawn let me hear of your kindness, 

for in you I trust. 



 

R. O Lord, hear my prayer. 

 

Teach me to do your will, 

for you are my God. 

May your good spirit guide me 

on level ground. 

 

R. O Lord, hear my prayer.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS 

 

(Please Select 1) 



NEW TESTAMENT READINGS 

(Please Select 1) 

 

 

1.             2 Tm 4, 6-8. 16-18 

 

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy 

 

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,  

who will judge the living and the dead,  

and by his appearing and his kingly power:  

 

proclaim the word;  

be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient;  

convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching. 

 

Be self-possessed in all circumstances;  

put up with hardship;  

perform the work of an evangelist;  

fulfill your ministry. 

 

For I am already being poured out like a libation,  

and the time of my departure is at hand.  

I have competed well;  

I have finished the race;  

I have kept the faith.  

From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me,  

which the Lord, the just judge,  

will award to me on that day,  

and not only to me,  

but to all who have longed for his appearance. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 



2. Acts 10, 34-43 or 10, 34-36. 42-43 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

(Long Form) 

 

Peter proceeded to address the people in these words: "I begin to see how true it is that God shows no 

partiality. Rather, the man of any nation who fears God and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. This is the 

message he has sent to the son of Israel, 'the good news of peace' proclaimed through Jesus Christ who is 

Lord of all. I take it you know what has been reported all over Judea about Jesus of Nazareth, beginning 

in Galilee with the baptism John preached; of the way God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and power. 

He went about doing good works and healing all who were in the grip of the devil, and God was with 

him. We are witnesses to all that he did in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him finally, 

'hanging him on a tree,' only to have God raise him up on the third day and grant that he be seen, not by 

all, but only by such witnesses as had been chosen beforehand by God -- by us who ate and drank with 

him after he rose from the dead. He commissioned us to preach to the people and to bear witness that he is 

the one set apart by God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets testify, saying that 

everyone who believes in him has forgiveness of sins through his name." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

OR 

 

2.A  (Short Form) 

 

Peter proceeded to address the people in these words: "I begin to see how true it is that God shows no 

partiality. Rather, the man of any nation who fears God and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. This is the 

message he has sent to the sons of Israel, 'the good news of peace' proclaimed through Jesus Christ who is 

Lord of all. He commissioned us to preach to the people and to bear witness that he is the one set apart by 

God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets testify, saying that everyone who 

believes in him has forgiveness of sins through his name." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

   

 



3. Rom 5, 5-11 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 

 

Hope will not leave us disappointed, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. At the appointed time, when we were still powerless, Christ 

died for us godless men. It is rare that anyone should lay down his life for a just man, though it is barely 

possible that for a good man someone may have the courage to die. It is precisely in this that God proves 

his love for us: that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Now that we have been justified by his 

blood, it is all the more certain that we shall be saved by him from God's wrath. For if, when we were 

God's enemies, we were reconciled to him by the death of his Son, it is all the more certain that we who 

have been reconciled will be saved by his life. Not only that; we go so far as to make God our boast 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

4. Rom 5, 17-21 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 

 

If death began its reign through one man because of his offense, much more shall those who receive the 

overflowing grace and gift of justice live and reign through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

To sum up, then: just as a single offense brought condemnation to all men, a single righteous act brought 

all men acquittal and life. Just as through one man's disobedience all became sinners, so through one 

man's obedience all shall become just. 

The law came in order to increase offenses; but despite the increase of sin, grace has far surpassed it, so 

that, as sin reigned through death, grace may reign by way of justice leading to eternal life, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  

 



5. Rom 6, 3-9 or 6, 3-4. 8-9 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 

 

(Long Form) 

 

Are you not aware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Through 

baptism into his death we were buried with him, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. If we have been united with him through likeness to his 

death, so shall we be through a like resurrection. This we know: our old self was crucified with him so 

that the sinful body might be destroyed and we might be slaves to sin no longer. A man who is dead has 

been freed from sin. If we have died with Christ, we believe that we are also to live with him. We know 

that Christ, once raised from the dead, will never die again; death has no more power over him. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

 

OR 

 

5.A  (Short Form) 

 

Are you not aware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Through 

baptism into his death we were buried with him, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. If we have died with Christ, we believe that we are also 

to live with him. We know that Christ, once raised from the dead, will never die again; death has no more 

power over him. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

6. Rom 8, 14-23 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 

 

All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. You did not receive a spirit of slavery leading you 

back into fear, but a spirit of adoption through which we cry out, "Abba!" (that is, "Father"). The Spirit 

himself gives witness with our spirit that we are children of God. But if we are children, we are heirs as 

well: heirs of God, heirs with Christ, if only we suffer with him so as to be glorified with him. 

I consider the sufferings of the present to be as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed in us. 

Indeed, the whole created world eagerly awaits the revelation of the sons of God. Creation was made 

subject to futility, not of its own accord but by him who once subjected it; yet not without hope, because 

the world itself will be freed from its slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the 

children of God. Yes, we know that all creation groans and is in agony even until now. Not only that, but 

we ourselves, although we have the Spirit as first fruits, groan inwardly while we await the redemption of 

our bodies.The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

7. Rom 8, 31-35. 37-39 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 

 

If God is for us, who can be against us? Is it possible that he who did not spare his own Son but handed 

him over for the sake of us all will not grant us all things besides? Who shall bring a charge against God's 

chosen ones? God, who justifies? Who shall condemn them? Christ Jesus, who died or rather was raised 



up, who is at the right hand of God and who intercedes for us? 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Trial, or distress, or persecution, or hunger, or nakedness, 

or danger, or the sword? Yet in all this we are more than conquerors because of him who has loved us. 

For I am certain that neither death nor life, neither angels nor principalities, neither the present nor the 

future, nor powers, neither height nor depth nor any other creature, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God that comes to us in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

8. Rom 14, 7-9. 10-12 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 

 

None of us lives as his own master and none of us dies as his own master. While we live we are 

responsible to the Lord, and when we die we die as his servants. Both in life and in death we are the 

Lord's. That is why Christ died and came to life again, that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 

living. We shall all have to appear before the judgment seat of God. It is written, "As surely as I live, says 

the Lord, every knee shall bend before me and every tongue shall give praise to God." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 



9.            1 Cor 15, 20-24. 25-28 

 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. Death came through 

a man; hence the resurrection of the dead comes through a man also. Just as in Adam all die, so in Christ 

all will come to life again, but each one in proper order: Christ the first fruits and then, at his coming, all 

those who belong to him. After that will come the end, when, after having destroyed every sovereignty, 

authority, and power, he will hand over the kingdom to God the Father. Christ must reign until God has 

put all enemies under his feet, and the last enemy to be destroyed is death. Scripture reads that God "has 

placed all things under his feet." But when it says that everything has been made subject, it is clear that he 

who has made everything subject to Christ is excluded. When, finally, all has been subjected to the Son, 

he will then subject himself to the One who made all things subject to him, so that God may be all in all. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

   

 

 

 

10.            1 Cor 15, 51-57 

 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

 

I am going to tell you a mystery. Not all of us shall fall asleep, but all of us are to be changed -- in an 

instant, in the twinkling of an eye, at the sound of the last trumpet. The trumpet will sound and the dead 

will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. This corruptible body must be clothed with 

incorruptibility, this mortal body with immortality. When the corruptible frame takes on incorruptibility 

and the mortal immortality, then will the saying of Scripture be fulfilled: "Death is swallowed up in 

victory." "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" The sting of death is sin, and sin 

gets its power from the law. But thanks be to God who has given us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

  



 

10.   A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

 

We know that when the earthly tent  

in which we dwell is destroyed we have a dwelling  

provided for us by God, a dwelling in the heavens,  

not made by hands but to last forever. 

Therefore we continue to be confident.  

We know that while we dwell in the body  

we are away from the Lord. We walk by faith, not by sight.  

I repeat, we are full of confidence and would much rather be  

away from the body and at home with the Lord.  

This being so, we make it our aim to please him  

whether we are with him or away from him.  

The lives of all of us are to be revealed before  

the tribunal of Christ so that each one may receive his recompense,  

good or bad, according to his life in the body. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

11. Phil 3, 20-21 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians 

. 

We have our citizenship in heaven; it is from there that we eagerly await the coming of our savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ. He will give a new form to this lowly body of ours and remake it according to the 

pattern of his glorified body, by his power to subject everything to himself. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

12. 1 Thes 4, 13-18 

 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 

 

We would have you be clear about those who sleep in death, brothers; otherwise you might yield to grief, 

like those who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, God will bring forth with him 

from the dead those also who have fallen asleep believing in him. We say to you, as if the Lord himself 

had said it, that we who live, who survive until his coming, will in no way have an advantage over those 

who have fallen asleep. No, the Lord himself will come down from heaven at the word of command, at 

the sound of the archangel's voice and God's trumpet; and those who have died in Christ will rise first. 

Then we, the living, the survivors, will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

Thenceforth we shall be with the Lord unceasingly. Console one another with this message. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  

 

 

13.     2 Tm 2, 8-13 

 

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy 

 

Remember that Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, was raised from the dead. This is the gospel I preach; 

in preaching it I suffer as a criminal, even to the point of being thrown into chains -- but there is no 



chaining the word of God! Therefore I bear with all of this for the sake of those whom God has chosen, in 

order that they may obtain the salvation to be found in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory. 

You can depend on this: 

If we have died with him 

 we shall also live with him; 

If we hold out to the end  

we shall also reign with him. 

But if we deny him he will deny us. If we are unfaithful he will still remain faithful; for he cannot deny 

himself. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

14.        1 Jn 3, 1-2 

 

A reading from the first letter of John 

 

See what love the Father has bestowed on us 

in letting us be called children of God! 

Yet that in fact is what we are. 

The reason the world does not recognize us 

is that it never recognized the Son. 

Dearly beloved, 

we are God's children now; 

what we shall later be has not yet come to light. 

We know that when it comes to light 

we shall be like him, 

for we shall see him as he is. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 



15.       1 Jn 3, 14-16 

 

A reading from the first letter of John 

 

That we have passed from death to life we know 

because we love the brothers. 

The man who does not love is among the living dead. 

Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, 

and you know that eternal life 

abides in no murderer's heart. 

The way we came to understand love 

was that he laid down his life for us; 

we too must lay down our lives for our brothers. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

16. Revelation 14, 13 

 

A reading from the book of Revelation 

 

I, John, heard a voice from heaven say to me: "Write this down: Happy now are the dead who die in the 

Lord!" The Spirit added, "Yes, they shall find rest from their labors, for their good works accompany 

them." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

   

 

17. Revelation 20, 11--21, 1 

 

A reading from the book of Revelation 

 

I, John, saw a large white throne and the One who sat on it. The earth and the sky fled from his presence 

until they could no longer be seen. I saw the dead, the great and the lowly, standing before the throne. 

Lastly, among the scrolls, the book of the living was opened. The dead were judged according to their 

conduct as recorded on the scrolls. The sea gave up its dead; then death and the nether world gave up their 

dead. Each person was judged according to his conduct. Then death and the nether world were hurled into 

the pool of fire which is the second death; anyone whose name was not found inscribed in the book of the 

living was hurled into this pool of fire. 

Then I saw new heavens and a new earth. The former heavens and the former earth had passed away, and 

the sea was no longer there. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 



18. Revelation 21, 1-5. 6-7 

 

A reading from the book of Revelation 

 

I, John, saw new heavens and a new earth. The former heavens and the former earth had passed away, and 

the sea was no longer. I also saw a new Jerusalem, the holy city, coming down out of heaven from God, 

beautiful as a bride prepared to meet her husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne cry out: "This is 

God's dwelling among men. He shall dwell with them and they shall be his people, and he shall be their 

God who is always with them. He shall wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death 

or mourning, crying out or pain, for the former world has passed away." 

The One who sat on the throne said to me, "See, I make all things new!" I am the Alpha and the Omega, 

the Beginning and the End. To anyone who thirsts I will give to drink without cost from the spring of life-

giving water. He who wins the victory shall inherit these gifts; I will be his God and he shall be my son." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 
 

 


